Introduction
According to band structure calculations [1] , the Fermi surface (FS) of many quasi-two-dimensional (q-2D) organic metals with two charge carriers per unit cell originates from one ellipsoidal hole tube whose area is therefore equal to that of the first Brillouin zone (FBZ) area.
In the extended zone scheme, this tube can go over the FBZ boundaries along either one or two directions leading to FS with different topologies. Due to gaps opening at the crossing points, the resulting FS is composed of a q-2D tube and a pair of q-1D sheets in the former case while, in the second case, compensated electron and hole tubes are observed. In high enough magnetic field, both of these FS's can be regarded as networks of orbits coupled by magnetic breakdown (MB) which can therefore be classified according to two types: the well known linear chain of coupled orbits [2, 3] and the network of compensated electron and hole orbits [4] , respectively.
In both cases, oscillatory magnetoresistance spectra exhibit frequencies which are linear combinations of a few basic frequencies. Magnetoresistance oscillations in linear chains of coupled orbits have been studied, in particular in the case of the compound κ-(BEDT-TTF) 2 Cu(NCS) 2 [5, 6] . In addition to the frequencies linked to the q-2D α orbit and the MB-induced β orbit (which corresponds to the hole tube from which the FS is built) many combinations that can be attributed to MB (β + α, β + 2α, etc.) a UMR 5147: Unité Mixte de Recherche CNRS -Université Paul Sabatier -INSA de Toulouse
Correspondence to: audouard@lncmp.org are observed in the Fourier spectra. Other Fourier components such as β -α [5] or β -2α [6] are also detected.
These latter frequencies are currently interpreted on the basis of quantum interference (QI), although they are also observed in de Haas-van Alphen (dHvA) oscillations spectra [7, 8, 9] .
According to theoretical studies, both the field-dependent modulation of the density of states due to MB [2, 3, 10] and the oscillation of the chemical potential [11] can also induce frequency combinations in magnetoresistance and dHvA oscillatory spectra. Nevertheless, the respective influence of each of these contributions on the magnetoresistance and dHvA spectra remains to be determined.
Among them, the oscillation of the chemical potential can be strongly reduced at high temperature [11] and (or) for high scattering rate [12] . Nevertheless, small effective masses are required in these cases in order to observe quantum oscillations with a high enough signal-to-noise ratio, at low enough magnetic field.
In this paper, we report on magnetoresistance experiments up to 50 T on (BEDO) 5 Ni(CN) 4 ·3C 2 H 4 (OH) 2 of which, according to band structure calculations [13] , the FS can be regarded as a linear chain of coupled orbits. It is shown that the crystals studied meet the above cited requirements, namely, high scattering rates and low effective masses. Nevertheless, many frequency combinations are observed in the oscillatory spectra.
Experimental
The studied crystals, labelled #1 and #2 in the following, were synthesized by the electrocrystallization technique reported in Ref. [13] . They are roughly parallelepiped- A lock-in amplifier with a time constant of 30 µs was used to detect the signal across the potential leads.
Results and discussion
As reported in Figure 1 , the zero-field interlayer resistance of the two studied crystals monotonically decreases as the temperature decreases down to 1.5 K, as it is the case for the in-plane resistance [13] . The resistance ratio between room temperature and 4.2 K (RR) is 39 and 36 for crystal #1 and #2, respectively. These values (which are higher than for the in-plane resistance data [13] stand for the in-plane resistance data of Ref. [13] .
Magnetoresistance data of the two crystals yield consistent results. In the following, we mainly focus on the data recorded from crystal #1 which was more extensively studied. As generally observed for clean linear chains of coupled orbits, many Fourier components are observed in the oscillatory magnetoresistance spectra of which the frequencies are linear combinations of those linked to the closed α and the MB-induced β orbits (see Figure 2 and Table 1 ). The measured value of F β is in good agreement with the expected value for an orbit area equal to that of the FBZ. Indeed, according to crystallographic data at room temperature [13] , F β should be equal to 3839 T. T. In this inset, the magnetoresistance curves are shifted up by 10 ohms from each other for clarity. The lower inset displays the Fermi surface deduced from band structure calculations [13] .
of this latter component are smaller than that related to β. The relatively large amplitude of the β -α component can also be noticed. We have checked by changing the direction of the magnetic field with respect to the crystalline axes that these features, which are also observed in other organic metals with similar FS [5, 19] , are not due to spin-zero phenomenon Let us consider in more detail the field and temperature dependence of the amplitude of the Fourier components observed in Figure 2 . In the framework of the Lifshits-Kosevich (LK) model, the oscillatory magnetoresistance can be written as:
where R background is the monotonic part of the fielddependent resistance R(B) and γ i is a phase factor. The amplitude of the Fourier component with the frequency 
According to the coupled network model of Falicov and
Stachowiak [3, 20] , the effective mass value of a given MB orbit is the sum of the effective masses linked to each of the FS pieces constituting the considered orbit. Oppositely, in the framework of the QI model [21] , the effective mass linked to a quantum interferometer is given by the absolute value of the difference between the effective masses linked to each of its two arms. This leads, in the present case, to:
for MB orbits or QI paths. Oppositely, analytical calculations of the effective masses related to the frequency combinations induced by the oscillation of the chemical potential in dHvA spectra of an ideal two-band electronic system yield [22] :
which is at variance with the above mentioned predictions for QI paths. The failure of Eq. 5 in order to account for the effective mass of the 2 nd harmonics of α has been reported for many 2D compounds [23] . In contrast, Eq. 5 is in full agreement with the data of 2α (see Table 1 ) as it has already been reported for the 2α [5, 24] and 2β [25] components observed in magnetoresistance data of other linear chains of orbits. However, according to the data of Table 1 , neither Eq. 5, nor Eq. 6 (which, strictly speaking, is relevant only for dHvA spectra) account for the effective mass of β -α. This result is at variance with the magnetoresistance data of Refs. [5, 19, 25] for which Eq. 5 holds 2 . Oppositely, Eq. 5 accounts for the effective mass of β -2α, as already observed for other compounds [6, 19] . As for β + α, the effective mass reported in Table 1 is slightly, although definitely, higher than the value predicted by Eq. 5. Discrepancies between magnetoresistance data relevant to the MB orbits and the predictions of the Falicov-Stachowiak model are also reported for several other compounds with similar FS [5] .
These puzzling behaviours can be further checked by considering the field dependence of the various component's amplitude. According to Eqs. 1-4, their temperatureindependent part is given by:
The field dependence of this parameter is reported in Figure 4 for most of the Fourier components considered in Figure 3 . It can be remarked first that, as expected 2 DHvA data of Refs. [8, 9] yield large effective masses for β -α, although lower than predicted by Eq. 6. 
